
Joint communiqué issued at the end of the visit of the Indian 
Minister for External Affairs Y.B. Chavan to Bangladesh.


Dacca, December 10, 1974


On the invitation of Dr. Kamal Hossain, Minister of Foreign Affairs, Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh, Shri Y.B. Chavan, Minister of External Affairs, Government of India, paid an official visit to Bangladesh from December 7 to 10, 1974. The Foreign Secretary to the Government of India, Shri Kewal Singh and several other senior Indian officials were among the delegation accompanying Mr. Chavan from India. 


The Foreign Minister of India was received by the President of the People’s 
Republic of Bangladesh, His Excellency Mr. Muhammadullah and by His Excellency 
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, Prime Minister of Bangladesh. He cal1ed on the Honourable Speaker of the Bangladesh Parliament, Mr. Abdul Malek Ukil. During his call on the Prime Minister of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh, His Excellency Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, a general review of the current international situation with special emphasis on the developments in the subcontinent took place. He had several detailed and fruitful discussions with the Minister of Foreign Affairs, Dr. Kamal Hossain, the Minister of Industries, Mr. Syed Nazrul Islam, the Minister of Commerce and Foreign Trade. Mr. Khondaker Moshtaque Ahmed, the Minister of Home Affairs, Mr. Mansoor Ali and the Minister of Flood Control, Water Resources and Power, Mr. Abdur Rob Serniabat. The Foreign Minister of India made a courtesy call on the President of the Bangladesh Awami League. Mr. A.H.M. Kamaruzzamaan. 


In his talks with the leaders of Bangladesh the Foreign Minister of India conveyed the sympathy and deep understanding of the Government and the people of India for the difficult problems which Bangladesh had to face in the recent past in consequence of the devastating floods. The Foreign Minister of Bangladesh conveyed the deep gratitude of the Government and the people of Bangladesh to the Government of India for their timely and valuable help rendered despite difficult conditions in India itself. 


The Foreign Minister of India expressed India’s deep satisfaction at Bangladesh’s admission to the United Nations, which was a vindication of the ideals, aspirations and rights of Bangladesh. Mr. Chavan noted the deep impression Bangahandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman made by his address to the General Assembly soon after Bangladesh’s admission to the United Nations. The Foreign Minister of India expressed confidence that Bangladesh’s presence at the United Nations and its commitment to its Charter would contribute effectively to the cause of peace and international harmony. The Foreign Minister of Bangladesh expressed his gratitude for the invaluable support given by India on the membership question. 


The two Foreign Ministers expressed deep gratification at the cooperation between India and Bangladesh in all international forums. They were confident that such cooperation would continue for then mutual benefit and to uphold the principle of non-alignment to which both of them are dedicated.


The two Foreign Ministers had a full exchange of views on many aspects of relation between India and Bangladeshi. They reviewed the growth in bilateral relations since the meeting between I us Excellency Dr. Kamal Hossain and the former Foreign Minister of India, His Excellency Sardar Swaran Singh, earlier this year They expressed satisfaction at further developments in cooperation between the two countries, especially in the context of the decisions taken by the Prime Ministers of Bangladesh and India during their meeting in Delhi in May 1974. They were confident of the continued expansion in scope and content of the relations between India and Bangladesh based on the principles of non-interference, respect for national independence, sovereignty and mutual benefit. During the discussions the two Foreign Ministers reaffirmed their conviction that the political stability, economic well being and social progress of the peoples of the two countries should be achieved on the basis of shared ideals and principles The Foreign Minister of India, while exchanging views with his colleagues in Bangladesh on economic, trade and industrial matters of interest to the two countries, reviewed the progress made in the implementation of the various decisions and directives of the Prime Minister of India and Bangladesh as embodied in the Joint Declaration of May 16, 1974. Both sides agreed that progrmme and projects for the bilateral economic cooperation should be implemented as expeditiously as possible Both sides noted that developmental and economic activities in the two countries have been adversely affected by high global inflation and by tire rise iii the prices of essential imports The two Foreign Ministers affirmed that, in spite of the internal and external economic difficulties which the two countries continue to face, their Governments will increase their efforts at expanding bilateral economic relations for mutual benefit.


While discussing economic relations, both sides gave particular attention to the problem of smuggling, which is prejudicial to the interests of both countries and to bilateral economic relations. The two Foreign Ministers indicated the most stringent measures both the countries were taking against smugglers and anti-social elements, and reaffirmed their determination to curb to the utmost the activities of these culprits. It was agreed that immediate steps would be taken to ensure closer and more frequent consultations in the Joint Committee for this purpose as envisaged in the decision taken by the two Prime Ministers last May. 


Both sides reviewed the progress made in the discussions in Joint Rivers Commission on the augmentation of the fair weather flow of the Ganga for the benefit of the two countries. They took note of the progress made towards the evolution of a common approach for a solution of this urgent and important issue. The two Foreign Ministers expressed confidence that mutually satisfactory solution to the question can and will be found in consonance with the decision of the two Prime Ministers in May, 1974.

The two Foreign Ministers reviewed developments in the sub-continent since the tripartite meeting between Bangladesh, Pakistan and India held in New Delhi in April, 1974. Both sides noted that in spite of the practical and reasonable approach adopted by the Government of Bangladesh and the different initiatives taken by the Governments of India and Bangladesh towards resolving the difficult problems affecting relations in the sub-continent, certain important questions have remained unresolved and that these stand in the way of early normalisation of relations between the three countries of the sub-continent. Both sides expressed their firm conviction that the tripartite agreement signed in Delhi in April, 1974 provides a realistic and practical basis for the restoration of normal relations between Bangladesh, Pakistan and India. In this context, the two Foreign Ministers agreed that, while some welcome progress has been made on specific problems between India and Pakistan so long as the Pakistani nationals remaining in Bangladesh are not repatriated to their country and the question of the division of assets between Bangladesh and Pakistan is not solved in an equitable and mutually satisfactory manner, the objectives of complete normalisation of relations among the countries in the sub-continent as envisaged in the Delhi Agreement will remain unfulfilled. Both sides hoped that Pakistan would appreciate the importance and urgency of giving full effect to the Simla and Delhi Agreements and would cooperate in establishing normalcy and durable peace in the region as a whole.


Both sides reaffirmed their common dedication to the principles of nonalignment and peaceful coexistence and their relevance in meeting the varied and changing circumstances of the contemporary world. Both sides agreed to work closely with each other for the next non-aligned Foreign Minister’s Conference with a view to making their contribution to the next Non-aligned Summit. In this connection, the Foreign Ministers reemphasised the immediate need for closer cooperation among the non-aligned countries in the economic field; common efforts by them have become essential in solving the vital economic problems which the developing countries, a majority of whom are non-aligned, are facing because of recent economic trends in the world as a whole.



The two Foreign Ministers noted that, in spite of the concern expressed by countries in the Indian Ocean area about the expansion of Great Power rivalry and military activities in the region, increased and highly sophisticated naval exercises are nonetheless being carried out. They expressed particular concern at the proposal to expand the military naval facilities at Diego Garcia in the Indian Ocean. They considered these developments to be contrary to the consensus in the international community and in the UN that the Indian Ocean area should be a zone of peace. They stressed that the continuation of such military activities in the region would aggravate power rivalry and pose a direct threat to peace and stability in the area. 


Both sides reaffirmed their support for general and complete disarmament particularly nuclear disarmament. Recalling the relevant resolution of the Non-Aligned Summit Conference at Algiers, they emphasised the enormous contribution which nuclear technology used for peaceful purposes can make to the well being and economic development of all peoples. 


Reviewing recent developments in West Asia, both sides welcomed the recognition of the PLO as the sole representatives of the Palestinian people. They expressed satisfaction that the United Nations General Assembly had given an opportunity recently to the leaders of the PLO to present their point of view. The two Foreign Ministers reaffirmed their conviction that a permanent settlement can only be based on the restoration of the illegally occupied Arab territories and the legitimate national rights of the people of Palestine.


The Foreign Ministers expressed their concern at the continuing tension in the 
Indo-China region and reaffirmed their support to the peoples of Vietnam and 
Cambodia to decide their own future without outside interference. 


The two Foreign Ministers affirmed that their Governments would continue to support the liberation movements and struggle against colonialism and apartheid, in this context, they welcomed the recent developments in Portugal and the decision of the new leaders of Portugal to grant independence to the African territories. Both sides hoped that these policies would result in the fulfilment of the long- suppressed aspiration for liberty, independence and economic prosperity of the peoples of Portugal’s African possessions. They hoped that the process of liberation of these territories would be completed without delay. The Foreign Minister of India expressed deep admiration for the inspiring leadership of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and for the courage and resolution with which the people of 
Bangladesh are facing the challenges Of national reconstruction, The Foreign Minister of Bangladesh paid tribute to the outstanding leadership given to the great people of India by the prime Minister Shrimati Indira Gandhi and expressed the conviction that her leadership would continue to benefit not only the people at India but the cause of peace in the entire sub-continent for the welfare of all the peoples concerned. 


Both sides were convinced that this first visit by Shri Y.B. Chavan was particularly useful in his establishing close personal relations with the leadership of Bangladesh. The visit further contributed to the close and friendly relations that exist between the two countries and the determination of the peoples and Governments of the two countries to expand them further. 


The Foreign Minister of India renewed the cordial invitation to the Foreign Minister of Bangladesh to visit India at his convenience. The invitation was accepted with great pleasure. The Foreign Minister of India expressed his most sincere thanks and gratitude for the warm and friendly hospitality extended to him and to the members of his delegation by the Foreign Minister and the Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh during their visit.

