 
Joint press statement issued at the end of the visit of Bangladesh Foreign 
Minister Anisul Islam Mahmud to New Delhi. 

New Delhi, May 23, 1990 

In pursuance of the decision taken during the visit of the Indian Minister of External Affairs to Bangladesh in February 1990, H.E. Janab Anisul Islam Mahmud, the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh, accompanied by a high-level delegation visited India for the third session of the Joint Economic Commission on May 21-23, 1990. 

H.E. the Foreign Minister of Bangladesh called on the Vice President, Dr. Shankar Dayal Sharma, the Prime Minister, Shri Vishwanath Pratap Singh, and the External Affairs Minister, Shri I. K. Gujral. He also met the Chief Minister of West Bengal, Shri Jyoti Basu. The Bangladesh Foreign Minister placed a wreath at Mahatma Gandhi’s samadhi. 

The talks between H.E. the Foreign Minister of Bangladesh and the External Affairs Minister were marked by cordiality and mutual understanding. The two Ministers noted with satisfaction that relations between the two countries had gathered momentum, as seen by the reactivation of the Joint Rivers Commission, the visit of H.E. A.B.M. Gholam Mostafa, the Bangladesh Minister of Irrigation, Water Development and Flood Control to India, and the goodwill visit of Indian naval ships to Bangladesh. The two Ministers welcomed the Indian Supreme Court judgement on Tin Bigha as a step forward in the implementation of the Tin Bigha Lease Agreement. Both the Ministers recognised that the greater frequency in high-level exchanges reflected their mutual resolve to place Indo-Bangladesh relations on an even higher footing. 

Apart from the discussions in the Joint Economic Commission, the two Ministers also took the opportunity to hold wide-ranging discussions on other issues in bilateral relations with particular reference to sharing of river waters and Tin Bigha. Similarly, the opportunity was used by both sides to discuss the international situation with particular reference to South Asia. 

The two Ministers expressed satisfaction that the Rs. 400 million EXIM Bank credit and the Rs. 200 million Government credit offered by India in 1983 had been fully utilised. Responding to a request from the Government of Bangladesh, the Indian Minister of External Affairs conveyed the decision of the Government of India to extend a fresh government credit of Rs. 300 million to Bangladesh for the import of capital goods, machinery and equipment. The Bangladesh side expressed their appreciation of the offer. 

The two Ministers noted that there had been an increase in bilateral trade. They agreed that structural measures such as joint ventures with Indian participation and buy-back arrangements are needed to redress the trade imbalance. In this context, the two Ministers welcomed an agreement between companies in India and Bangladesh on setting up a Sponge Iron Project in Bangladesh with buy-back arrangements. The two Ministers took positive note of the proposed long-term agreements on the export of coal from India and the import of newsprint from Bangladesh. 

The Commission noted with satisfaction that India would make available equipment for a Model Room for the Bangladesh Railways Academy as a gift. The two Ministers expressed satisfaction over the agreement on opening the Rohanpur Singhabad railway line as a step that would facilitate trade between the two countries.  

It was decided to hold the next meeting of the Joint Economic Commission in Dhaka in 1991.
